
 

Job Vacancy 

Timber Frame Designer 
 

The Role 

As a Timber Frame Designer at Oakwrights you will be based at our Sugwas headquarters. The 
successful candidate will be designing Encapsulation systems to enclose our beautiful green oak 
frames. Starting out with enclosing garden buildings  and garages and working your way through 
training to become an accomplished designer of the systems that enclose our breath-taking bespoke 
houses and commercial structures. 
 
 

Acting as the virtual Master Carpenter, the role entails an understanding of the structural integrity 
and  detail requirements of our timber frames, using our specialist 3D CAD/CAM software. 
 

The Timber Frame Design Team 

Mission  
The Frame Design Team work as a cohesive unit to: 

• Produce high quality oak & timber frame designs in the volume required to support 
Oakwrights  business plan 

• Own and guide projects from contract to production, managing, in collaboration with the 
Oakwrights Projects Office, the flow of information between Oakwrights and the client 

• Fulfil the aspirations of the Client, working with them in a friendly, problem solving manner 
• Put Oakwrights at the forefront of modern building design and construction, by utilising the 

most advanced software and hardware available today, and incorporating the best Modern 
Methods of Construction 

• Helping Oakwrights be the first port of call for anyone wanting anything interesting done. 

 

The Person 
We need well organised, practical self-starters with an eye for detail. Communication and the ability  to 
persuade others in a thorough and factual manner are important skills. 
 
We would ideally be looking for experience in at least one of the following areas: 

• Timber Frame Design & Build 

• Oak Framing 

• 3D CAD Design 
• General Construction



 

 

Our Way of Working 
We expect team members to be given the support and training they require under supervision until they 
can work on their own live projects. The organisation, guidelines and protocols are defined as a result of 
team discussion, the bi-weekly design team meetings, and collaborative review under the direction of 
the departmental head. Attainment of the required quality and volume of designs is inextricably tied to 
team and personal development and reward. 
 

In addition our enclosure systems must: 
• Be efficient for Oakwrights to design, manufacture and erect. 
• Provide state of the art levels of insulation and air-tightness. 
• Take account of the unique issues arising from building around a structural oak                 frame. 

• Allow for multiple surface finishes and cladding choices, and traditional  
architectural detailing. 

• Provide value for money for our clients. 
 

The Timber Frame Designer 
 

Activities and responsibilities: 
• Designing and detailing: 

o Softwood timber frame panels to enclose oak frames. 
o Softwood roof elements and panels for oak frames. 
o Softwood and engineered joist layouts for oak frames. 
o Modelling the softwood elements in relation to the oak frame using our 3D Design 

package 
o Designs that are structurally sound and safe to erect. 

 

• Production of drawings, details, cutting lists, CADCAM files and other 
associated documentation: 

o For client approval. 
o For manufacture. 
o For site. 

 

• Work as an integrated member of the oak frame Design Team to: 
o Ensure that enclosure of the frame is considered during the design process. 
o Provide guidance in appropriate solutions to specific problems. 
o Further develop both the enclosure systems and details, and the processes by which they are 

delivered. 
 

Understanding and usage of 3D CAD/CAM systems 
• General Modelling system. 
• Wall design and construction macros. 
• Drawing production. 
• CAD/CAM file optimisation and generation. 
• Production of details, 2D & 3D in appropriate systems e.g. AutoCAD, Sketchup, etc. 

 
Numerical and Mathematical Skills 

• Be able to undertake quick dimensional mental cross checks to avoid errors 
• Understanding of geometry and trig 
• Working in 3 dimensions 

 
 
 



 

 

Understanding of Construction 
• Industry trades and professions and their custom and practise. 
• Working knowledge of the Buildings regulations. 

 

In Addition: 
o Prioritise and manage own workload in line with the overall project schedule. 
o Build a constructive relationship with the client and other involved parties. This 

includes: 
▪ Regular, effective and documented communications. 
▪ Design reviews. 
▪ Managing the client’s expectations. 

o Work with the manufacturing and site crews to: 
▪ Gain feedback on designs. 
▪ Assist in enforcing conformance to standards and details. 
▪ Assist and advise on the manufacture and erection of the frame and other 

elements. 
Note that this may occasionally involve working with the crews on site. 

o Follow the defined project process, ensuring that all stages are completed, 
checked and signed off as appropriate. 

o Complete delegated tasks or non-client based projects as required to support the 
maintenance or development of the department, company or our products. 

o Support other company activities such as sales and marketing as requested. 
o Documentation and traceability. Use the designated company systems to keep records 

of all discussions, decisions and documentation/drawings received/issued. 
 

 

Training and Progression 
1. New starters will follow a training programme as a team under a single trainer involving: 

- Software training. (In house) 
- Training in Oakwrights, methods, processes and conventions. 
- Working on real projects for real customers. 
- A full review to determine progress and associated salary. 

2. It is expected trainees will become a valued member of the team after approximately 6 – 12 months, 
to be able to manage their own workload, steward their own projects and contribute effectively to 
the progress of the Company and yearly output. Productivity is a key measure in our reward 
structure. 

 
Further career development and senior positions are all within the scope of an ambitious and 
motivated Designer. These opportunities could be technical or organisational, dependent on the 
individual and company requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Personal and General skills: 
• Well presented, neat and tidy at all times, especially when dealing with external parties, 

clients etc. 

• Positive approach and aptitude for minimising problems. 

• Responsibility for own work, self-motivation, flexibility and enthusiasm, ability to take  
initiative. Able to give and take constructive criticism. 

• To anticipate and counter problems before they arise. Deal with incidental problems 
efficiently with the minimum of disruption to work programme. 

• Actively contribute to departmental events to maximise team morale and performance. 

• Rigorous attention to detail and quality. 

• Commercial awareness. 

• Good working knowledge of building technology and the construction industry. 
• Be fully computer literate. 

 

Organisation 
• Excellent time management and organisational skills, both in reference to themselves and  

individual projects. 

• Maintain “to do list” and detailed diary using our project management system. 

• Prioritise actions in order of importance. 

 
Relationships and Communications 

• Good communication and friendly manner when dealing with clients or staff. Strive for close  
interaction with other designers and project managers to increase opportunities. 

• Do not work in isolation. Ensure that all information is two way with your key colleagues and  
line management. 

• Speak well, with a clear voice - communicate with high value clients effectively and  
appropriately. Be friendly, but firm, when needed. 

• Good written skills, able to communicate clearly in letter or electronic form. 

 
General Demeanour and Deportment 

• Become familiar with all the Oakwrights services and look for opportunities. 

• See the big picture and be a part of the whole team. 

• Be a sounding board for others, see both sides and be able to identify the pros and cons, and      be 
able to take a balanced view, and see the positives in any given situation. 

• Action procedures, Oakwrights company protocols, rules, & methods, standard forms and  
documents to both simplify and speed-up the Oakwrights in-house standard processes. 

• Contribute (when required or inspired) to all aspects of the general operation. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 Overall design process  – the role from concept to site erection 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Planning approved architect concept 

drawings and materials – the starting 

point to designing an oak & timber 

frame 

Site handover where the team meets the 

client, looks at the concept drawings and, 

and talks them through what’s to come 

 
 

 
 

Modelling up the frame and encapsulation 

in 3D from the Planning approved 

drawings 

3D CAD/CAM model – designers work up 

the encapsulation first before designing in 

the oak frame. 



 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Oak frame model fully jointed by the 

Frame Designer, only once a model has 

been signed off by the client 

Fully rendered model for client review 

 
 

 
 

Client Model Reviews take place at the 

Oakwrights show home using the big screen 

Attendees typically include the client 

with their main contractor and the 

Oakwrights team assigned to that project 

 
 

 
 

Once the model has been signed off by the 

client, designers work up the Frame & 

Encapsulation drawings in AutoCAD – 

frames are exported straight from 3D into 

CAD 

The most important drawing a designer 

issues – the Masonry Levels Plan, which 

specifies the setting out of masonry and 

cast pads upon which the frame and 

encapsulation panels sit 



 

 

 

   
 

 

 

The Oakwrights Masonry Levels Plan and 

associated Structural Calculations 

document (most notably point and line 

loads) are critical to the client’s builders 

setting out correctly, with suitable 

foundations to take the frame and panels 

Typical block and beam foundations with 

the first courses of external cladding 

 
 

 
 

Once the scaffolding is up (scaffold plan 

provided by Oakwrights Projects Office) the 

site is ready for Frame delivery and erection 

by one of our dedicated Site Crews 

An example of how our oak frames sit 

within the groundworks 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Whilst a client is busy with site preparation, the Frame Designer joints the frame oak and the timber 

frame designer will construct the softwood panels, to create order Machine files for the Production 

Office. Transparency settings allow us to assess joints to ensure no clashes occur between pegs and 

tenons 

 
 

 
 

Then the designer embarks on the final set of drawings, which enable the Machine shop, Workshop 

and Site crew to manufacture, then safely erect, the oak frame and encapsulation panels 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 
 

 

When workloads allow, Designers are encouraged to go on site as valued members of the site crew, to help 

erect the oak frames, and the panels 

 
 

 
 

Encapsulation panels being craned into place Fitting out the posi joist floor 

 
 

 
 

A WrightWall clad oak frame, prior to 

weatherboarding – a service we can provide 

Whilst the follow-on trades clad the building, 

Oakwrights can also be contracted to provide 

and fit the Face-Glazing 



 

Examples of our finished bespoke oak framed homes 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


